
TELL A NEW STORY

The Impact of Language in the 
Stories We Tell and the Resulting 
Perceptions of People with 
Disabilities



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Develop a framework for understanding the 
evolution of language in storytelling 

2. Recognize the power of the motive for telling the 
story

4. Examine the story of 'Blind Bartimeus’ as a story 
of 

empowerment
5. Consider the questions: Who is the hero? Whose 

story is it to tell?



COMMUNICATION HAS MEANING

¢ Disabled
¢ Non-disabled
¢ Normal
¢ Whole
¢ Suffer
¢ Healing
¢ Cure
¢ Talented
¢ Blessing
¢ Burden
¢ Let, allow



WHY DO WE TELL STORIES?

� Teach
� History
� Seeking employees and supporters
� Fund raising
� Inspire, motivate
� Morality influence (Aesop’s Fables)
� Illicit an emotional reaction
� Change behavior
� Change thought patterns
� Influence
� Express opinion



¢ 46They came to Jericho. As he and 
his disciples and a large crowd 
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, 
was sitting by the roadside. 
47When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 
48Many sternly ordered him to be 
quiet, but he cried out even more 
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 49Jesus stood still and 
said, “Call him here.” And they 
called the blind man, saying to 
him, “Take heart; get up, he is 
calling you.” 50So throwing off his 
cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, 
“What do you want me to do for 
you?” The blind man said to him, 
“My teacher, let me see again.” 
52Jesus said to him, “Go; your 
faith has made you well.” 
Immediately he regained his 
sight and followed him on the 
way. 



TOBY THE THERAPY CAT

¢ Watertown Daily Times
¢ February 23 · 
¢ Toby, now 10 months old, has 

found a forever family with 
Hayes and a growing career as 
a companion for older adults 
with dementia and other health 
issues. His “play dates” 
regularly take him to Charles 
House and other senior 
communities.
Toby is “curious and 
affectionate,” family friend 
Carla Shuford said. “It’s the 
perfect combination for a 
therapy cat.”
He’s also blind. (via McClatchy 
Newspapers)



TOBY THE BLIND THERAPY CAT

¢ Toby — a blind 
therapy cat — uses 
other senses to 
navigate his world

¢ MCCLATCHY 
NEWSPAPERS

¢ PUBLISHED: 
MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 22, 2016 
AT 12:30 AM
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The 
ideas I 
want to 
plant in 
your 
mind 
will 
shape 
the 
story I 
tell
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My story?

Your story? 

Community’s 
story? 

Which 
community’s 
story?

Who tells the 
story? 

Who is the 
hero?

Who owns the 
story?



WE TELL STORIES FOR A REASON

Some stories enhance life;
Other degrade it.
So we must be careful 
About the stories we tell,
About the way we define
Ourselves and other people.

~ Burton Blatt


