
Violence, Disability, and the Politics of Healing
Julia Watts Belser

jwb84@georgetown.edu

Text 1: Isaiah 35
5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,

and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.
6 Then the lame will leap like a gazelle,

and the tongue of the mute will shout!
For waters will burst forth in the desert,
streams in the wilderness. . .

10 And the ransomed of the Lord will return,
and come with shouting to Zion,
crowned with joy everlasting.
They will attain joy and gladness,
while sorrow and sighing flee.

Text 2: Jeremiah 31
8 I will bring them in from the northland,

gather them from the ends of the earth:
the blind and the lame among them,
those with child and those in labor.

In a vast throng, they shall return here.
9 They shall come with weeping,

and with compassion, I will guide them.
I will lead them to streams of water,
by a level road where they will not stumble. . .

Text 3: Numbers Rabbah 7:1
In the time when Israel went forth from Egypt, 

almost all of them had blemishes.  Why?  
Because they had been laboring with clay and brick

and ascending to the tops of buildings.
And the ones who were building?
Because they were ascending to the top rows,

or a stone fell and mutilated his hand
or a beam or the clay entered his eye 

and he became blind and acquired a blemish.
When they came to Sinai, God said: 
”Such is the honor of Torah, that I should give it 

to a generation of the blemished?!  
Yet if I wait for others, I delay giving the Torah!"

What did God do? 
He said to the angels: 
"Descend among the people of Israel 

and heal them."
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Text 4: Lamentations 4
4:4 The tongue of the suckling child

sticks to his palate from thirst.
Little children beg for bread,

and no one gives them a crumb. . . 

4:7 Her nobles had been brighter than snow,
whiter than milk.

Their bodies had been ruddier than coral, 
their physique sapphire.

4:8 Now their faces are darker than black;
they are unrecognizable in the streets.

Their skin has shriveled on their bones;
it has become as dry as wood.

Text 5: Lamentations Rabbah 1:31
When Rabbi Tsadok came, Rabbi Yohanan rose up.
Vespasian said:

"You rise before this small, shriveled old man?"
Rabbi Yohanan said to him, 

"By your life, had there been one more like him
then even had you double the troops,
you could never have conquered Jerusalem."

Vespasian said to him, "What is his strength?"
Rabbi Yohanan said to him, 

"He eats but a single fig,
and he can teach one hundred sessions."

Vespasian said to him, "Why is he so reduced?"
Rabbi Yohanan said to him, 

"From his many fasts and self-afflictions."
Vespasian sent for doctors

and they fed him little by little
and gave him drink little by little

until his body was restored.

Text 6: Lamentations Rabbah 4:11
They are unrecognizable in the streets. . . (Lam. 4:8)
Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Tsadok said:
May I see the consolation—

for though my father lived on all those years
 after the destruction,

his body never returned to the way that it was,
to fulfill that which was written:

. . . their skin has shriveled on their bones;
it has become as dry as wood. (Lam. 4:8)
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