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How Can Churches Become Places of 
Belonging?

With Amy Julia Becker, Presenting

A webinar series hosted by the Collaborative on Faith and 
Disability (www.faithanddisability.org)

Moderated by Molly Cole, UCONN UCEDD
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How Can Churches Become 
Places of Belonging?

Churches are places 
of social division
Ninety percent of African-American Christians 
worship in all-black churches. Ninety percent 
of white American Christians worship in all-
white churches

Chris Rice
coauthor of More Than Equals: Racial Healing for the Sake of 
the Gospel
https://www.thoughtco.com/diversify-your-racially-
segregated-church-2834542

http://www.faithanddisability.org/


5/31/20

2

Churches are places 
of social division
“In the 1970s, the difference in church attendance among 
the four income groups was relatively small (about 5%)....In 
2018, a quarter of the wealthiest Americans reported never 
attending services, while the share of those in the bottom 
bracket who never darkened a church door was over 35 
percent. In essence, the inequality gap in attendance has 
now doubled.”

Burge, Ryan. “Jesus Came to Proclaim Good News to the 
Poor. But Now They’re Leaving Church.” Christianity 
Today, 27 Nov. 2019

Churches are places 
of social division
People with disabilities are less likely to 
attend worship services, Bible studies, and 
other church activities than those without 
disabilities

Liu, Eleanor X; Carter, Erik W; Boehm, Thomas L; Annandale, Naomi H; 
Taylor, Courtney E. In Their Own Words: The Place of Faith in the 
Lives of Young People With Autism and Intellectual Disability. 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities52.5 (Oct 2014): 388-404.

Churches are places 
of social division
In one study, more than half of special 
needs parents reported that their child with 
a disability had been excluded at church

O’Hanlon, Elizabeth. Religion and Disability: The Experiences of 
Families of Children with Special Needs. Journal of Religion, 
Disability & Health. Vol. 17, Iss. 1, 2013

Social divisions 
harm everyone

Churches can be 
places of 

healing and 
belonging

Mark 5:25-34
25 Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years. 26 She had endured much under many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but 
rather grew worse. 27 She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind 
him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 for she said, “If I but touch 
his clothes, I will be made well.” 29 Immediately her hemorrhage 
stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.
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Matthew 5:25-34
30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus 

turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 And 

his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how 

can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 He looked all around to see who 

had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 

came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the 

whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; 

go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

The Nature of
Healing

Holistic healing

Social healing

Participatory healing

Healing for all

A Model for
Healing

Acknowledge harm

Ask for help

Participate in healing

Use Your Head
Acknowledge Harm

What do you want to learn?

Use Your Heart
Reach out for Help

Who belongs here? 

Use Your Hands
Participate in Healing

What is God calling you to do? 
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Books
Head, Heart, Hands
https://amyjuliabecker.com/
resources/

White Picket Fences
https://amyjuliabecker.com/
books/white-picket-fences/

Q&A with the speaker
Please post your questions in the chat box

Webinars: Upcoming and Past

*Current plans are for the 2020 Webinar Series to resume in the fall of 2020.

*Ideas for particular topics or speakers: What subjects.? Who would you like to  
hear?   Email Bill Gaventa at bill.gaventa@gmail.com.

*Archive of 26 webinars on a wide range of faith and disability topics available 
at https://faithanddisability.org/webinar/

www.faithanddisability.org

https://amyjuliabecker.com/resources/
https://amyjuliabecker.com/books/white-picket-fences/
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